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M CL U A C (M iddleCanyonL andU seA dvisory Com m ittee)
M inutesfrom O ctober27,2020 m eeting

CalltoO rder:7:17pm
Com m itteeM em bers:

 T erry Divoky 12/31/20

 AubrieL orona 12/31/22

 S haronDem eester 12/31/21 (calledin)

 M arkM ussm an,DirectorFlathead County P lanningand Zoning

ApprovalofrevisedAgenda(am endeditem sinred)

 Aubriem otioned toapprovetherevised agendaandS haronseconded.M otionpassedunanim ously.

ApprovalofAugust25,2020 m inutesasam ended

 S harondidnotreview them inutessoapprovalofthesem inutesism ovedtotheN ovem ber24,2020 agenda.

O ldBusiness

 W orkCam pAdHocCom m ittee-S teveFryepresentedthew orkdoneby thead hoccom m itteetocreateadraft
proposaltoaddaw orkcam pforem ployeehousingasam inorland use.T headhoccom m itteefeelsthecurrent
proposalm eetsthechargethatw asputtothem by theCom m itteeanditisready topresenttotheFP ZO .

o M ayreFlow erssubm ittedcom m entsonthedraft.S heattendedtheadhoccom m itteem eetingw here
thew orkcam pw asdiscussedandw asundertheim pressionthatw ew ould bereceivingm ore
inform ationfrom KateCassidy ofDP HHS .S hedoesn’tfeelthatthecurrentdraftcom pliesfully w ith
DP HHS regulations,sohercom m entsareanefforttoincorporatem oreofthoseregulationsintothe
proposal.S hefeelsthatthereshouldbeathresholdforthesizeofw orkcam pthatrequiresm ajorland
usereview (5orm ore)versusm inorland usereview (4 orless)becausethereisnopublicnoticeor
publiccom m entrequiredform inorlanduse.T hedistinction,how ever,betw een4 and5isarbitrary.S he
w ashopingtoincorporatepubliccom m entw henaprojectisofacertainsize.Additionally,shetriedto
providesom eclarificationofw hatalocalbusinessisinChapter7Definitions.

o Darw onS tonem anhascalled KateCassidy severaltim esregardingthefollow upinform ationshew as
supposedtoprovide(i.e.ifR Vshavetogothroughsub-divisionreview orifthey canbehandledby the
w orkcam prules,)butsheisstillchecking.Hefeelsstrongly thatM ayre’ssuggestedcom m entsm ake
seasonalhousingm orecom plicatedthanitneedstobeanditw illbeharderforbusinessestocom ply

o S teveFryerem indedthegroupthataffordability w asacriticalcom ponentofm akingseasonally
occupiedhousingrequirem entssom ethingthatbusinessescouldcom ply w ith.T hefactthatthelicense
requiresanannualinspectionandisrevocablebasedoncom plianceensuresdeveloperaccountability.
S tevedidagreethatthedefinitionoflocalem ployerscouldbebeefedup

o M onicaJungstercom m ented thatthew orkcam plocationsw illbeonprivateproperty andtherearea
num berofcontingenciesinthedraftproposaltoprotectagainstim properw orkcam pdevelopm ent

o S haronisconcernedw ithP ursuitorotherlargeproperty ow nersandtheeffectonthecom m unity if
they w eretobringinaw orkcam pfor100 people.S hedoesn’tw anttolosesightofthelong-term view

o M arkM ussm anconfirm edthateveniftheoutstandinginform ationrequestedfrom DP HHS isn’t100%
clarified,becauseitisgovernedby anotheragency,itshouldn’taffectthedraftproposal.Heagreed that
thereshouldbeonem oreperform ancestandardaddedrequiringaw orkcam pdevelopertoobtaina
w orkcam plicenseasrequiredby DP HHS and adm inisteredby FlatheadCounty.T hisiscurrently im plied
instandard#2,butshouldbecalledoutm orespecifically.M arkcom m entedthatw ithshortterm
rentals,they triedtoaddtherequirem entofadjacentneighbornotificationandtheCom m issioners
denieditbecausethey feltthem inorlanduseregulationsshouldbeconsistentacrossallprojects.M ark
suggestedaddinganotherperform ancestandardrequiringdeveloperstonotify adjacentproperty
ow nersw ithin150 feetandthinksthere’sachancetheCom m issionersw ouldacceptitthistim esince
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thisisabrand-new use.M arkconfirm edthatthem inorland useprocessisadm inistrativeandisbased
onthesubm ittalandapprovalofanapplication.T hedecisiontoapprovethelanduseapplicationis
conditionaluponalltheperform ancestandardsbeingm et.Incontrast,them ajorlanduseprocess
requiresaplanningboardhearingand adecisionby theCounty Com m issioners.Hefeelsthatthecore
issueandthechallengeforany developeristogetadequatesanitationforw hateverhousingisgoingto
beonthatparticularpieceofproperty.Forexam ple,housingform orethan24 peoplew illrequire
som ethingvery differentthanhousingfor4 people,butbothprojectsw illstillhavetogetw orkcam p
licenseapprovaltom oveforw ardandthelicensew illonly begrantedifsanitationisappropriate.He
agreesthatiftheprocessbecom esm orecum bersom etotheem ployers,they aregoingtoputtheir
em ployeesbackinthew oods

o S haronm otionedthatthedraftproposalgobacktocom m itteeand becleanedupandvotedonatthe
N ovem berm eeting.Aubriesecondedm otion.S haronandAubrievotedyes;T erry votedno.M otion
passed.

 By-law sAd HocCom m ittee
o M ikeKopitzkepresentedthew orkdoneby theadhoccom m itteetorevisetheby-law s.T hecom m ittee

w asaskedtoaddress:(1)num berofCom m itteem em bers(2)them ake-upoftheCom m ittee,and(3)
thepossibility ofrem otem eetings.
 T headhoccom m itteeagreedm odify thenum berofCom m itteem em berstocontainupto5

individualsform oreflexibility/diversity.
 T heCom m itteew illbem adeupof:

 1 businessow ner– anindividualw hoow nsoroperatesabusinessintheM iddleCanyon

 3 perm anentresidents– residesintheM iddleCanyonforthem ajority oftheyear(6
m onthand oneday)andw hohasnotestablishedaprim ary residenceelsew here

 1 parttim eresidentorabsenteelandow ner– residesintheM iddleCanyonforaportion
oftheyearand/orow nsphysicalproperty intheM iddleCanyonevenifthey donotlive
there

 Videoconferencingw asdiscussedanditw asdecideditw illbehandledonacaseby casebasis.
o T hereisatim esensitivity w iththeby-law s.W ehavetogetthem inplaceby N ovem ber13th inorderfor

thosepositionstobeavailableforthisyearasopposedtow aitinguntilnextyearbeforethesechanges
cantakeplace

o M ayreFlow ersappreciatestheattem pttoprovideavoiceforthecom m unity butdoesn’tfeelthatthe
definitionsoftheCom m itteem em berm ake-upm eetsthelegaldefinition.S hesuggeststheby-law
revisionisreview edby theCounty attorney beforeitm ovesforw ard

o M onicaJungsterclarified thataquorum consistsofthreem em bers,butw ecanhaveupto5.W edon’t
necessarily havetofillallfiveseats

o Aubrieisthebusinessow nerrepresentativeandS haronistheabsenteeow nerrepresentative,FP ZO w ill
beadvertisingforthreeperm anentresidentspositions

o M arkM ussm anconfirm ediftheby-law srevisionw aspassedby theCom m ittee,hew illsendtherevised
by-law stotheCounty Attorney on10/28anditw illgetontheCom m issionersagendaforN ovem ber

o Aubriem otioned toapprovetheby-law s.T erry seconded.P assedunanim ously

N ew Business

 N one

DiscussionandP ublicCom m ents

 M ikeKopitzke– W histlestopR esort’sL akeFiveL akeshoreP erm it.T heCounty revokedthetw oapplicationsby
W histlestop’sow nerasaresultofthelaw suitby FriendsofL akeFive.T heapplicationsw erere-subm ittedon
O ctober9th.FriendsofL akeFivefeelsthatitshould gothroughM CL U AC firstandthenontotheP lanningBoard.
M arksaidthattheseapplicationsw illbeprocessedasastandardlakeshoreperm itw hichm eansthatthe
Com m issionersw illm akethedecision.T hisw illbeoneofthefew ,ifnotthefirst,thattheCom m issionersw ill
havem adethedecisionon,sounlesstheCom m issionersdeterm inethattherecouldbeam aterialim pacttothe
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lakeorlakeshore,itw illnotgototheP lanningBoard.ItisnotyetontheCom m issioner’sagenda.Erininthe
FP ZO isprocessingtheperm itandisthecontacttofindoutw henthepubliccom m entperiodis.

 U pdateontheFriendsofL akeFivelaw suit– theCounty revokedthem ajorlanduseperm itsbecauseoftheuse
onGrizzly S pur(useofthatroad isforlandow nersonly,notforcom m ercialuse).T heCounty saidthatthisw ould
resolvethelaw suit,butM ikesaystheW histlestopow nerisstillconductingillegalactivity (i.e.rentingproperty,
usingtheroad,etc.)T helaw suitidentified 7counts.Hecom m entedthattheram ificationsofthislaw suitdonot
justaffectFlatheadCounty.IfitisadjudicatedinDistrictCourt,itw illsetprecedentforshortterm rentalsand
com m ercialdevelopm entacrossall56 countiesofM ontana.O nO ctober22,theFriendsofL ake5 respondedto
theCounty’sS um m ary Judgem entsow eshouldknow inaboutam onthhow thejudgerulesonthat.

 M ary M cL elland– W estGlacierCom m unity VisionP lan.T heteam isw orkingonadraftplanthatshouldbeready
forpubliccom m entinthenextfew w eeks.Itoutlinesthegoalsandprioritiesinanticipatingandaccom m odating
thegrow thintheGatew ay and thew holeValley.Itw illbeem ailedouttoeveryoneonthelist.T hereisapublic
scopingeffortregardingriveruseintheW estGlacierarea(safety,GoingtotheS uncongestion,increaseduse,
etc).T hereisstillanopportunity toprovideinputtotheU S FS .T heW GCV groupw illtry tom aketheinform ation
availableasoneofthegoalsoftheVisionP lanistosupportoutdoorrecreationw ithoutunnecessary im pact

 M onicaJungster– W ildfireP reparedness.Hastw onew postersfrom DN R C thatw illbeavailablefordistribution
toanyonew how antsthem .W em ay behavinganearly w interinM ontana,butseeingw hatishappeningw ith
therestofthecountry isscary.W orkingw ithDN R C,N P S ,U S FS andO ES ,shew illplantoholdthecom m unity
m eetingsforw ildfiresnextsum m er.S ally follow edupw ithacom m entthatCoram /W G firedepartm entneeds
people.T hefirethey had thissum m eronHighlinew asvery scary.

 M onicaJungster– Com m unity P lanning.10-12 yearsago,M onicaw asonalandusecom m itteethatlookedat
w hetherthelow ercanyonw antedtohaveaplanandatthetim ethey didn’t,butsom uchhaschangedsince
thensoM onicaisthinkingthism ightbeagood tim etore-introducethis.M arkclarifiedthe“ T heCanyonP lan”
w asdeveloped firstanditincludeddiscussionsfrom thelow er,m iddleandupperCanyon,w hichhavebeen
incorporatedintotheCounty grow thplan.Afterthatcam etheregulationsandthatisw henthelow ercanyon
folksoptedout.Hecautionedthatthepoliticalw illrightnow doesnotencouragealotoftim eandefforton
neighborhoodplans.Anotheroptionw ouldbetoexploreexpandingtheM iddleCanyonboundaries
increm entally (i.e.includeCoram intheM iddleCanyon).T hisprocessw ouldrequirepublicm eetingsand
ultim ately Com m issionerapproval,buthecouldlookintoitalittlem ore.Assoonascensusnum berscom eout,
theCounty isgoingtodoarevisiontotheoverallCounty grow thpolicy atthattim e(typically takesatleastafew
m onths)w hichw illm akeanew canyonplanavery low priority.

 S haronBengston– W estGlacierO verpassP roject.A groupofsix peoplehavebeenw orkingonthisproject.T hey
havehadonezoom m eetingalready andthey w illdoanotheronethisT hursday.

 T erry’spositionontheM CL U AC Boardexpires12/31/2020.L ettersorem ailsofintentforthisopenseatw illbe
takenby theFP ZO .DeadlineisFriday N ovem ber13,2020 at5pm .

P ublicA ttendees
S ally T hom pson
S haronBengston
Darw onS tonem an
M onicaJungster
Kelly Kopitzke

M ikeKopitzke
S teveFrye(viaphone)
M ary T eeM cL elland(viaphone)
M ayreFlow ers(viaphone)

Adjournm ent9:12 p.m .

Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation by contacting Elaine Nelson at the Flathead County
Commissioner’s Office at 758-5501 or TTY (800) 335-7592, or call Montana Relay at 711. Requests should be made as
early as possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation.
Any communication with the Flathead Planning and Zoning Office are subject to relevant State and Federal public record
and information laws and regulations and may be disclosed without further notice to you.

How tocontacttheM iddleCanyonL andU seCom m ittee(M CL U A C)
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AllcorrespondencegoestotheFlatheadP lanningO fficeinitially.Concerns,com plaintsorquestionsshouldbesentto

P lanning.zoning@ flathead.m t.gov;theofficew illrespondw ithin24 hours.

Com pliancecom plaintscanbesubm ittedby M iddleCanyonresidentsby com pletingthecom pliantform provided

online,attachedtoanem ailtotheP lanning.zoning@ flathead.m t.govoffice.Form sarealsoavailableattheFlathead

County P lanningandZoningO ffice,40-11th S treetW ,KalispellM T

Codecom pliancew ebpage:

https://flathead.m t.gov/planning_zoning/codecom pliance.php

Com plaintviolationform :

https://flathead.m t.gov/planning_zoning/docum ents/Com plaintForm updated12.19.16.pdf


